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ABOUT  THE  BOOK  

 

The Anglo-Boer War (1899–1902) was a “little war” fought in a remote corner of the British Empire. This conflict in Southern Africa, however, represented a 

watershed in military medicine, and the way armies take care of their soldiers in war. This extensive work covers all military medical aspects of the conflict: 

from the influence of Red Cross societies and foreign aid from Belgium, Germany, Russia, Switzerland, the United States of America and the Netherlands to 

the clinical aspects of military medical care. Healers, helpers and hospitals contributes to our canon on this war which continues to intrigue readers and 

historians from all over the world. 

 

DATE OF PUBLICATION:  April 2009 

ISBN:     978-1-86919-277-7 (Slipcase) 

978-1-86919-183-2 (Volume 1) 

    978-1-86919-230-3 (Volume 2) 

FORMAT:    245 x 168mm 

PHOTOS:  64 pages of photographs of the Anglo-Boer War never published before. 

BINDING:   Hardcover. Volumes to be presented in a slipcase.  

NUMBER OF PAGES:   772 (Volume 1) 

    348 (Volume 2) 

 

 

 
  

 



CONTENTS  OF  THE  BOOK  

 

Volume 1 

 

CHAPTER 1: Why the medical aspects of this war?     

CHAPTER 2: The Geneva Convention, the British National Red Cross Society and the war in South Africa 

CHAPTER 3: Red Cross organizations in the Boer Republics  

CHAPTER 4: Sections of the Transvaal Red Cross 

CHAPTER 5: The Information Bureau (Identification Department) of the Transvaal Red Cross 

CHAPTER 6: Medical care of British prisoners of war in the ZAR 

CHAPTER 7: Transgressions of the Geneva Convention 

CHAPTER 8: British military medical organization in South Africa 

CHAPTER 9: Colonial medical services with the British Expeditionary Force 

CHAPTER 10: The Royal Army Medical Corps 

CHAPTER 11: Civilian surgeons, militia medical services and St John Ambulance Brigade in South Africa  

CHAPTER 12: British nurses and orderlies during the war 

CHAPTER 13: The Lady Hindrance – non-nursing nurses 

CHAPTER 14: British privately donated hospitals 

CHAPTER 15: British hospitals in Cape Town 

CHAPTER 16: British medical services in the central and eastern Cape Colony 

CHAPTER 17: British Hospitals from De Aar to Modder River 



CHAPTER 18: Medical organization in and around Kimberley 

CHAPTER 19: British Medical arrangements from Paardeberg to Pretoria 

CHAPTER 20: British medical arrangements in Natal 

CHAPTER 21: Transport of British sick and wounded 

CHAPTER 22: Boer military medical organization 

CHAPTER 23: Ambulances for the Boers established by Uitlanders 

CHAPTER 24: Contribution of the Nederlandsche Zuid-Afrikaansche Spoorweg-

Maatschappij to Boer Military Medical Services 

CHAPTER 25: Medical assistance for the Boer Republics from the western Cape  

CHAPTER 26: Foreign medical aid for the Boer Republics 

CHAPTER 27: Dutch humanitarian aid for the Boer Republics – I. The First Dutch 

Red Cross Ambulance 

CHAPTER 28: Dutch humanitarian aid for the Boer Republics – II. The Second Dutch Red Cross Ambulance, Supplementary and Replacement Personnel 

CHAPTER 29: Dutch humanitarian aid for the Boer Republics – III. Dutch Red Cross Ambulances in the eastern Transvaal, Mozambique and Portugal 

CHAPTER 30: The ambulance from the Dutch East Indies  

CHAPTER 31: German Red Cross Ambulances in South Africa 1899 – 1900 

CHAPTER 32: The Russian medical contribution to the war 

CHAPTER 33: The Swiss Red Cross Ambulance 



CHAPTER 34: The Sivewright Ambulance (The Afrikaner Ambulance) 

CHAPTER 35: The Belgian Section of the Belgian-German Ambulance 

CHAPTER 36: The German Section of the Belgian-German Ambulance 

CHAPTER 37: The Chicago Irish-American Ambulance and other Irish humanitarian aid 

CHAPTER 38: Boer medical organization on the Natal Front 

CHAPTER 39: Boer medical services on the southern front 

CHAPTER 40: Boer medical services on the western front 

CHAPTER 41: Medical arrangements in the western Transvaal 

CHAPTER 42: Medical events on the Mafeking front 

CHAPTER 43: Boer medical services in the south-eastern Transvaal 

CHAPTER 44: Medical activities in the eastern and northern Transvaal 

CHAPTER 45: Medical activities in the north-western Cape Colony 

CHAPTER 46: Patterns of Boer and British medical care during the guerrilla phase of the war 

 

Volume 2 

 

CHAPTER 1: A war of new weapons, new wounds and old infections  

CHAPTER 2: The early management of wounds caused by bullets and shells (1899-1902) 

CHAPTER 3: Surgical management of wounds caused by high-velocity missiles: 1899-1902. 

CHAPTER 4: Anaesthesia during the war 

CHAPTER 5: Radiology during the war 



CHAPTER 6: Typhoid fever in the Anglo-Boer War 

CHAPTER 7: Typhoid fever in the Anglo-Boer War – II. The advance of typhoid to Pretoria and beyond  

CHAPTER 8: Infective disorders and laboratory services in South Africa 1899-1902   

CHAPTER 9: Plague in the Cape Colony 1901 - 1902. 

CHAPTER 10: Some remarkable wounds, diseases and individuals 

CHAPTER 11: Functional and psychiatric disorders 

CHAPTER 12: Traditional remedies used by burghers on commando 

CHAPTER 13: Unqualified Boer healers and attendants of the sick and wounded 

 
 
 

 



ABOUT  THE  AU THOR  

 

Emeritus Professor J.C. (Kay) de Villiers held the Helen and Morris Mauerberger Chair of Neurosurgery at the 

University of Cape Town. He studied at the Universities of Cape Town and Stellenbosch, and commenced his 

training as a neurosurgeon in London. As recipient of a Hartford Fellowship, he spent a year in the 

Neurosurgical Laboratories at the Pennsylvania Hospital. Specialist studies in Zürich, Paris and Utrecht 

followed. He was elected as a member to a number of European and American Neurosurgical Societies and 

was a visiting professor to several academic departments in South Africa and abroad. He served as president 

of the Society of Neurosurgeons of South Africa, was its representative at the World Federation of 

Neurosurgical Societies and on retirement was made an honorary life vice-president of the World 

Federation. He is an honorary life president of the Pan-African Society of Neurological Surgeons. In South 

Africa he served as a member of the Federal Council of the South African Medical Association, chairman of 

the Council of the University of the Western Cape, member of the Medical Research Council and chairman of 

the Desmond Tutu Educational Trust (1990–1994). His interest in historical matters was evinced by his 

founding of the Cape Medical Museum, and serving as chairman of the Management Committee since 1988. 

He was awarded a DSc honoris causa by University of the Western Cape in 1989 and MD honoris causa by 

the University of Stellenbosch in 1993. 

 



ORDERS  AND  FORE IGN  R IGHTS  

 

Orders: 

Should you find the contents of this book of interest, you are welcome to place an order. The details are as follows: 

Price: R600 (VAT included) 

E-mail: ls.protea@mweb.co.za 

Telephone: ++27 21 882 9100 

 

Foreigns rights: World Rights Available 

 

Contact person: Carina Diedericks-Hugo 

Postal address: 17 Charmé Street, Paradyskloof, Stellenboch, 7600, South Africa 

E-mail: carinadh@mweb.co.za 

Telephone: ++27 21 880 1838 

Cellphone: ++27 84 359 1072 

 

 


